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Medical schools in Japan

80 schools

(approx. one for every 1.6 million people)

including

1 National Defense Med College of the Japan Defense Agency

29 private
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Kanazawa Medical University (KMU)

against the Japan Sea

Founded in 1972

Only private medical university on the Sea of Japan side
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Kanazawa Medical University

Mission:
To educate doctors

with humanity, 

advanced knowledge and skills,

greatest contributions to society

philosophy:

Reverentia Vitae
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KMU’s organization -1

Executive

board

❖School of Medicine

❖Graduate School

❖School of Nursing

❖Hospital

❖Institute

Chairman，Shizuo Odashima

University
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KMU’s organization -2

♦ Office of the Executive Board

♦ Office of  the University President

♦ Office of International Affairs

♦ Office of Public Information

♦ Admission Center

♦ Medical Education Center

♦ Students Support Center

♦ Library
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Medical education system in Japan

high schools

Y1        mainly general education 

m 2        basic sciences: system-based

e 3        clinical medicine: system-based

d 4        clinical medicine: system-based

Common Achievement Test including CBT and OSCE

5        clinical training 

6

National Exam for Medical Practitioners (MD)

postgraduate clinical training for 2 years

4-year graduate programs (PhD)
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KMU School of Medicine

Departments

general education:  8

basic science: 17

clinical medicine:  34 Students (2007)

undergraduate: 659(med)

64(nurse) 

graduate:88

Faculty (2007)

full time: 425

part time: 187



11

KMU’s undergraduate curriculum

- what we emphasize -

1      lectures, small grps, on-site learning, many electives

2      system-based, PBL, on-site learning

3      system-based, PBL, on-site learning

4      system-based, PBL

5      clinical training in KMU Hospital (electric med charts)

6 clinical training in extramural clinics/hospitals,

knowledge roundup
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Features in KMU education

Programs to foster problem-solving abilities
through discussion  in small groups guided by tutors

paper-based clinical scenario ▶ identification of unfamiliar terms ▶ selection of 

problems to be discussed ▶ discussion ▶ tentative solutions ▶ scenario ▶ ………….

……………. ▶ formulation of issues to be studied (▶ private study ) 

▶ peer lecturing ▶ scenario ▶ …………………….. ▶ diagnosis, management, etc.
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KMU Graduate School -1

established in 1982,  reorganized in 2003

3 specialized fields

in the course of

medical life sciences 

- Biodynamic (14 subjects)

- Biocontrol (12 subjects)

- Health ecology (13 subjects)
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Examples of research papers recently published:

researches for PhD degrees
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KMU Hospital -1

opened in 1974,  new wing opened in 2003

938 beds

29 clinical dep’ts

15 specialized 

centers

407 doctors

608 nurses

207 co-meds
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KMU Hospital -2

inpatients: 

750/day

outpatients:   

1,200/day
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KMU Hospital -3

The 21st Century Multidisciplinary Medical Center
established in 2005

- Cancer Treatment Center

- Lifestyle Disease Center

- Rehabilitation Center

- Health Management Center

- Genetic Medicine Center
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Clinical training in KMU Hospital

1st year:   Internal medicine for 6 mos

Surgery for 3 mos

EＭ or anesthesiology for 3 mos

2nd year: Pediatrics & OB/GYN for 3 mos

Psychiatry & community medicine for 3 mos

Exramural clinical training for 6 mos
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KMU Medical Research Institute

established in 1989

7 divisions:
- Cell medicine

- Advanced medicine

- Human genetics

- Molecular oncology & virology

- Core facility

Radioisotope Center

Experimental animal Center

Morphological Equipment Center

High-Tech Research Center

- Dermatomycology

- Vision research for environmental health
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KMU’s research activities -1

✓Grants in 2007: a total of 603,500,000 Yen

✓Grants from MEXT (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,      

Science and Technology)

58,100,000

63,800,000

75,209,000

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007 108,030,000

88,770,000

Ye
ar

Yen
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KMU’s research activities -2

Publications of original articles

year          number of   (published in

articles        international journals)

2006              203          (135)

2005              219          (134)

2004              237          (163)

2003              215          (141)

2002              214          (144)
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KMU School of Nursing

1973 3-year Nursing College

2007 4-year School of Nursing

2009       3-year Nursing College will be closed 
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Kanazawa Medical University

Our  perpetual CHALLENGE

CHALLENGE

CHALLENGE

CHALLENGE

CHALLENGE
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Kanazawa - A Beautiful City

full of culture and tradition

Kenroku Park: one of the three most beautiful gardens in Japan
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“Yukitsuri” during winter months (photo by Nakatani)
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Kanazawa Castle in autumn (photo by Nakatani)
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Thank you for your attention


